
The good weather has conƟnued through April and what an ideal lambing Ɵme it has been for farmers 
lambing this month. With the majority of lambs now on the ground, this newsleƩer will look at parasite 
challenges, the latest grass growth reports, plus the Clitheroe Truck Run for the NHS.

Coccidiosis

CoccidiosisCoccidiosis is another disease to be aware of in lambs, 
especially in intensive rearing systems. Signs of the       
disease are anorexia, weight loss, diarrhoea and death 
in severe cases, usually occurring between 4 and 8 
weeks old. There will be heavy contaminaƟon of         
coccidia around feed troughs and creep feeders,         
parƟcularly in warm wet weather. Stress can also onset 
CoccidiosisCoccidiosis such as poor colostrum supply at birth, a 
change in the weather and high stocking densiƟes.

Control strategies against Coccidiosis include:

• Reduce stocking densiƟes and batch lambs on their   
 age
• Avoid heavily contaminated pastures
• AnƟcoccidial medicaƟon is available and should be   
 used strategically according to risk

Both of these diseases have very similar signs so it is     
important to determine which parasite is causing the 
problem and treat correctly.
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Grass growth (kg DM/ha)

Dry maƩer (%)

Metabolisable Energy (MJ/kg DM)

Crude Protein (%)

51.1

22.8

12.7

19.9
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